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Cold Sterilization Techniques and Hepatitis B

YOU CAN GET HEPATITIS at our major department stores if you go in to get a
free ear-piercing. The ear-piercing instrument, invariably, is cleaned by alcohol
which has absolutely no effect against hepatitis B virus. And if by chance the ear
piercer pierces the ear of someone who has hepatitis, or in whom hepatitis is
incubating, or who is a carrier of hepatitis, it is easy then to transmit it to

the next earring purchaser.

—GARY L. GITNICK, MD, Los Angeles
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